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(FOR KEY SEE REVERSE)

2, Untdl 1948 Soviet offivers cmld bring thelr wives.and children to the
Soviet Zone of Germeny. Since 1946 or 1949 all ohildren of sshool age
have had to raturn 4o the USSR fuor schooling, but wives and children of

praegehool age remainsd in Owrmeny. Afts

r 1948 or 1949 only general

officers wers allowed to bring theilr wives and childpen of pre-~achool age
%o the Sovie® Zone of Germsny, Soviet officers ste¥loned in the Soviet
Zone who were married o Soviat eiviliang, women officers, or EW could
live in wpesisl billets with their spousesy sush clroumstences had no
effach on the tours of duty %o be served. Taers Wers no explanations
given $o Soviet personnel by Soviet authorities for not Iresly admivting
depandenta into Germsny.
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3., Soviet officers, when off duty, could leave the military compound;
but they had to sign out and had to be back by midnight. The
officers had to remain in the viecinity of thelr compound; that 1is,
they could not go to visit friends statloned in other towns. s
Offlcers were prohibited from riding in trolley cars, visiting
German movies, cafes, bars, or private houses.  {EM ocould not

leave their compound during off-duty hours.) -

4, officers fraternized and drank a great deal, but they obeyed.
other restrictions on their freedom. Enlisted personnel frequently
made their way out of the compound to ‘indulge in fraternization,
to sell stolen army food, or to buy liquor., However, most EM

were very careful not to be AWOL longer than 30 m&ﬁﬁﬁéf”géVﬁhﬁﬁﬁﬂt. Ir

they were absent more than that, their absence was notice
- and a search for them was initlated., The men, if caught, would
not be charged with being AWOL, but with desertion and treason.

5. following 1llustrations of the diséipline in the
oviet Army. . ' , o

a. | at all times an
average of two EM were In the guardhouse, usually for drinking
or for not carrying out orders in a satisfactory manner, .
(For instance, they did not clean the barracks as neatly
as desired,) .

. ' _
b. About 4OF of the officers and 5 to 10% of the EM drank
. excesglvely, e oo

¢, During my stay from July 1952 to November 1952,tWo'6o three
EM \were treated for venereal diseass, o

d. | a direct disobedience of arders,
|frequently orders would be carried out in & half- —

. ~hearted manner or in more time than was prescribed, For
-instance, repair of a radio would not be done within the
presoribed time. Frequently, privates would olirse or use .
profane language in replying to officers or NOOs, an offanse
for which they could be and were thrown into.the guardhouse.

6. Injordér to improve discipline-GOFG Hq{ issued ofdbri7(dlﬁi A;,‘
' ?nggowg) prohiblting Soviet /military personnel from doing the
ollowing: o

&. Drinking ald§holic béverages (veer, winq? vodka)

D. ‘Fraternizing with Germans, visiting German mnvfél,-ca!en.‘
bars, and homes ' ' : , :
¢. Riding in the same trains with Germans o? using German

'trolleys

however, they ocould do nothing about them,

7. Soviet medical care, food, and PX supplies wers considered excellent
by most EM and officers. High medical standards were maintained.

. in thé Army. Lice and bed bugs had been eliminated. The average
EM and officer ate better, was better dressed, and had more
recreatlion than he had had 4n civilian life., Officers in. the
Soviet Zone were permitted to buy wearing apparel for themselves
and their wives in the Soviet Zone. This privilege pleased
tham,sgecause they .could get items for less money than, in-
the USSR, ,
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The Soviet Army also provided diverdifidd: recregtion. foro6ffioarsanid
EM, such as librarias (little patrénized because most books were of a
political nature); movies, checkers, chess, domino games, musical ine
struments, dances, #inging, and get-together parties.

Concerning premotions: it was generally understood that all officers
were to'be promoted to the next higher grade after three years in grade,
Howaever, in practice this did not work, since some officers received
earlier promotions because of thelr persenal contacts. Other officers
served longer than three years in grade because of lack of personal
contacts.and because they served in units not having a Table of Organe
ization calling for higher grades., In general, officers were dissatw
isfied with the promotion poliey., &M, however, seemed satisfied with
their promotion policy. A private with seven years schooling, good’
political background, and a neat appearancze had no difficulty in be- -
coming an NCO. Upon voluntary reenlistment an EM could become an NCO,
an NCO with officer privileges and pay, or an officer.

Military personnel were sometimes relessed from se for -

ical reasons, This happenéd in the case of one ®M
\ who was an epllectic, would be returned to
the USSR for reasons of pregnancy or abortion,

Concerning military payx.sL paid monthly in the finance office

1ally betw ird and fifth day of each month. Vol
no ceremony was involved, My pay was 1,250 rubles monthly, -
rubles for my rank of senior lisuienant and 650 rubles fo assigne

ment

Lr/—* the detedls of deductions and

converalon into marks, the following deductions were
mades 150 rubles monthly for bonds, 50 rubles monthly for taxes and
newa%er gubscriptions, and 20 East marks for dining room service.

ansfer LOO rubles monthly to my account in the USSR or send
% to my famlly in the USSR. Out of the remaining 650 rubles ,
paid 630 marks. Of ‘the 630 merks| paid out 4O marks monthly for extra
food, ‘the sconvereion rate was one ruble for one East
mark,

& Privates were pald 20-30 Bast marks per month,

b. Junior lieutenants raceived 350 East marks pexr month for their
renk, snd 400~1,000 East marks per month for assignment,
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